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W. H SWINNEY a Ie 
President of Pennsylvania Electric Association, who urged utilities to 
revamp their system operations to meet the change in conditions 
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i ie ground-fault neutralizer, standing—conven- —__ Here was another opportunity to serve the industry. 
iently—right at the substation, stretches out its |The equipment was right. We knew how to apply tt. 
long, protecting arm to wipe away the trouble when- ‘For example, one 33-kv ground-fault neutralizer 
ever a ground fault occurs anywhere on the circuit. cleared 288 out of 316 faults without tripping 4 
And its action is so swift that the breakers don’t have breaker. There are now 24 installations—all giving 
time to open and tell customers that there has been excellent service. 
trouble on the line. ; 
Two important results are traceable to this increased 
This method of guarding against outages on high- use of the ground-fault neutralizer. First, power 
voltage lines has a long, interesting history, beginningin — companies and their customers are now profiting by 
Europe some years ago. G-E engineers installedthe first. more reliable service on many hundreds of miles 0! 
unit (Petersen coil) in America about 1922 and watched well-protected lines. Second, this growing recognition 
its performance very carefully for several years. by power companies has given our engineers new 
More G-E units were installed, and their performance encouragement in their work of devising ways © 
met every expectation. In 1934 the application was reduce investment and improve service benefits 1 


broadened to include circuits of medium voltage. | which we both share. 
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Winning Public Confidence Seen 


As Answer to Industry Problems 


Pennsylvania Electric Association at Bedford Springs meet urged to 
sell itself to the public as first move to overcome present difficulties 
— President Elias asks stronger co-operation — Swinney new head 


Greater co-operation and understand- 
ing among the electric utilities to re- 
create the faith and confidence of the 
public in the business was seen as the 
need of the industry, members of the 
Pennsylvania Electric Association were 
told last week at the annual convention 
in Bedford Springs. 

At one of the most unique and inter- 
esting gatherings of the 31-year-old or- 
ganization, speakers outside of the utili- 
ties gave their views in an endeavor to 
shed new light on the many perplexing 
problems so that the industry might 
obtain the view of the public. 


Recognize its strength 


Seriousness was mixed with homely 
philosophy during the three-day con- 
vention to show that confidence in an 
industry, which has done so much to 
Increase the standard of living and 
which holds such a vital position in 
national economy, will manifest itself 
against demagogic attacks. The indus- 
tty vos urged to recognize its strength, 
sell itself to the public and show the 
value and economy of its service. 

David A. Elias, vice-president of 
Pennsylvania Power & Light and re- 
uring president of the association, urged 
greater understanding and co-operation 
Within the industry, from top executive 
down the line. as one means of solving 
the engrossing and perplexing prob- 
lems. He said they were too extensive 





President Elias opens meeting 


and wide flung for one mind to solve. 
Operating men were cautioned that 
new economies in design and efficiency 
in all operations must be found to offset 
the “crushing burden of taxation, from 
which there appears to be no relief.” 
This burden must be compensated for. 
at least in part. Mr. Elias said, by 
greater results in the field of revenues 
and economies. He showed that the 
annual tax burden of electric utilities 
in Pennsylvania represents $1,000 per 
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employee, or $12 


served. 

Mr. Elias urged greater effort in ex- 
panding electric service to customers. 
He saw great opportunities and markets 
in farm electrification, but, he said, the 
farmer must be convinced that elec- 
tricity can aid his business. As of 
January 1, 1938, Mr. Elias declared, out 
of a total potential market of 163,827 
Pennsylvania ‘farms which could use 
electric service, 64 per cent, or more 
than 105,000 farms, were either en- 
joying the service or had it available. 


for every customer 


Revamp operations 

The whole operations of the utilities 
are bogged down with government regu- 
lation and supervision, W. H. Swinney, 
West Penn Power, the new president of 
the association, told the convention. He 
said work and progress of the industry 
have been greatly slowed down. The 
job ahead, as Mr. Swinney saw it, is to 
revamp operations to meet changed con- 
ditions. He asked for co-operation and 
effort to meet changing problems so 
that the industry could continue its 
march of progress. 

The program was studded with well- 
known speakers. It was unique for a 
utility convention for it drew heavily on 
outside interests. Elisha Hanson, gen- 
eral counsel of the American News- 
paper Publishers Association, gave 
his views on what a free press means 
to America. 

Merle Thorpe, editor of the Nation’s 
Business, warned the utility operators 
that the trend of thinking in Washing- 
ton has gone to the point where there 
has been written for introduction in 
Congress a bill which would provide 
for licensing of voluntary associations 
—state utility groups and the like. 

Dr. Ruth Alexander, writer and 
economist, Chicago, defended democ- 
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racy against the trend toward planned 
economy, classifying such a trend as 
one toward socialism. 

Homely philosophies which have 
proved their worth would. win over the 
“modern ones,” in the opinion of James 
R. Erwin, President Judge, Court of 
Common Pleas, Hudson County, N. J.. 
and Dr. John L. Davis, philosopher. 
New York City. 

Frank W. Lovejoy, sales executive. 
Socony Vacuum Oil Company, urged 
the utilities to greater merchandising 
of their service so that the public will 
understand the electric bill and what 
it represents. It is a case of again 
selling the industry to the public, he 
said. 

E. S. Bayard, editor-in-chief the 
Pennsylvania Farmer, said that the 
farmers in Pennsylvania are intensely 
interested in electricity and its service. 
“I found every evidence of this, in my 
discussions with your men, in my inter- 
views with farmers, in the reports of our 
men, and in public meetings of far- 
mers.” 
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Charles E. Adams, Hubbard & Co.; J. 


I must congratulate the electric industry 
in Pennsylvania for having gained the con- 
fidence of our farmers by a wise course of 
co-operation with them, through the Joint 
Committee of Rural Electrification. That 
voluntary private agency did more to 
advance the cause of rural electrification 
in Pennsylvania than any other agency 
has done or can do. If it is again needed 
I hope that it or something like it will be 
revived. 

Mr. Bayard declared that both agri- 
culture and electricity are affected by 
the same fundamental false assump- 
tions—that the wisdom of a few men at 
Washington is superior to the collective 
wisdom of all others concerned in these 
two great industries. 

Charles Swartzbaugh, vice-president 
of N.E.M.A., urged greater co-operation 
between utility, wholesaler, contractor 
and manufacturer. He said that the 
success of the Better Light-Better Sight 
program was the result of such good 
relationship. He saw good results from 
the Modern Kitchen Bureau program 
on ranges, refrigerators, water heaters 
and the adequate wiring program. 

C. M. Ripley, General Electric. and 


R. Kelley, West Penn Power; J. H. Rich, 


Philadelphia Electric; R. W. White, Pennsylvania Edison 


Roger Bolin, Westinghouse, addressed 
the convention. 

Sir Willmott Lewis, K.C.B.E., dean 
of foreign correspondents in Washing- 
ton, closed the convention with a dis- 
cussion of conditions and 
trends in Europe and America. 


political 


Round-table meetings 


The round-table discussions held dur- 
ing the afternoon sessions were well 
attended. The operations section, John 
M. Orr, Duquesne Light, chairman, 
demonstrated and discussed five “Voca- 
films.” Continuing property records 
and the new accounting order of the 
Public Service Commission were dis- 
cussed jointly by the accounting section. 
E. N. Keller, Philadelphia Electric. 
chairman, and the engineering section, 
George S. Van Antwerp, Philadelphia 
Electric, chairman. 

Mr. Elias reported that the systems 
operation committee has completed its 
report on economic system loading and 
“Voltage Nomenclature.” 

The domestic sales committee has 
made a study of methods used by mem- 
ber companies in range and water 
heater promotion, dealer co-operative 
activities, home lighting advertising. 
group demonstrations and home lighting 
surveys. 

Mr. Elias said that the hydraulic 
power committee is now actively study- 
ing the subject of flood warnings and 
operations of hydro-electric plants. but 
because of the scope and amount of 
material necessary for collection, it has 
been impossible to prepare final reports. 

Newly elected officers of the associa- 
tion included W. H. Swinney. West 
Penn Power, president; B. P. Carey. 
Philadelphia Electric; M. H. Parkinson. 
Pennsylvania Power & Light, and E. ©. 
Stone, Duquesne Light, vice-presidents: 
A. B. Millar, managing director. and 
Harold A. Buch,  secretary-treasurer. 
Mr. Elias, retiring president, remains as 
a member of the executive committee. 
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Mad River Steam Plant Addition 


to Go Into Operation Next Month 


Qhio Edison nears completion of new 20,000-kw. ‘unit which doubles 
present capacity of plant serving Springfield and vicinity — New 
designs feature installation — Directors inspect plant 


Plans to put into operation next 
month the new addition to the Mad 
River steam power plant of Ohio Edi- 
son Company are nearing completion, 
following an inspection of the plant 
by directors of the utility at the close 
of their recent meeting in Springfield. 

The new 20,000-kw. turbo-generator. 
with boiler and auxiliaries, will double 
the present capacity. Improvement in 
design and higher temperature and 
pressure are incorporated in the new 
equipment which will meet the require- 
ments of Springfield and vicinity. 


Pleased with progress 


Officials of the utility are well 
pleased with the progress which has 
been made in installing the new units. 
The project consists of a Combustion 
& Engineering Company boiler of 225.,- 
000 Ib. of steam per hour capacity, 
designed for a steam pressure of 900 
lb. and temperature of 900 deg. F. It 
will be fired with pulverized fuel. Fir- 
ing is by means of burners located 
at the four corners of the furnace, re- 
sulting in tangential burning. The fur- 
nace bottom is of the dry type and 
starting the fires is accomplished by oil 
burners. 

The new turbine is of tandem double 
flow type, built by General Electric, and 
is rated at 20,000 kw., 25,000 kw. maxi- 
mum, with a steam pressure of 800 lb. 
gauge and a steam temperature of 800 
deg. F. The generator is rated at 25,000 
kva. at 80 per cent power factor and 
the voltage is 12,500. The turbo-gen- 
erator will operate at 3.600 r.p.m. and 
is air cooled. 

One ‘of the features of the turbine 
is that it is designed to carry prac- 
tically full load at good economy on 
00 Ib. gauge and 700 deg. F. If the 
new boiler is down for repairs and it 
is desired to operate the new unit from 
the old boilers it may be done without 
sacrifice of economy. A reducing valve 
and desuperheater are installed to en- 
able 800 lb. presure steam to be util- 
wed on the old 400-lb. turbine, for 
flexibility of operations. 


Change electric system 


; The original station having but one 
20,000-kw. unit with the two  stoker- 
fred boilers, each having a capacity 
of 1,275 hp., there was but one main 
bus. With the addition of the new unit 
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the electrical system was changed to a 
sectionalized main bus and a transfer 
bus was added. 

In the original station all station 
power was served at 480 volts. Be- 
cause of new higher capacity motors 
necessary on the higher pressure pumps 
and auxiliaries, 2,400 volts was adopted 
for station power for motors above 100 
hp. and served from a 3,000-kva. delta- 
delta station power bank. The old 480- 
volt station bus is connected to the new 
2,400-volt station bus through a 1,500- 
kva., three-phase transformer, afford- 
ing additional flexibility. 

The Rockaway steam plant, near the 
downtown section of Springfield on 
Buck Creek, will be used as a standby 
station. The Springfield system is in- 
terconnected with Dayton Power & 
Light by means of a 66-kv. transmis- 
sion line with 15,000 kva. of terminal 
equipment. 

. 


Plans for $120,000 Hydro 
Project Filed with FPC 


FPC has announced its receipt of a 
declaration of intention from the George 
A. Bell Power Company, Logan, Utah. 
to construct a hydro-electric project in 
that city. Total cost of the development 
is estimated at less than $120.000 and it 
is proposed that electric energy gen- 


erated by the project will be sold to the 





city of Logan for less than the cost of 
energy generated by the city at present 
with Diesel engines. Only part of the 
city’s energy requirements would be 
generated by the proposed development. 

Organization of a power district em- 
bodying towns in the immediate vicinity 
of Logan is also under consideration, 
the declarant states, but plans are ten- 
tative and incomplete at present. The 
proposed project will include a power 
house with installation rated at 730 hp. 
when operating under effective head of 
74 ft. and using a flow of 100 cu.ft. per 


second. 
» 


Two Alabama Towns Receive 
TVA Power for Own Systems 


Distribution of TVA power over mu- 
nicipal lines constructed by two small 
cities in northern Alabama—Russell- 
ville and Hartselle—has officially begun. 
Both towns voted in 1934 to buy exist- 
ing distribution systems, failed to come 
to terms with the Alabama Power Com- 
pany and subsequently were financed 
by the Public Works Administration in 
the construction of duvlicate systems. 

In both cases the PWA allotments 
were tied up by injunction while the 
validity of PWA_ power loans was 
fought through to the U.S. Supreme 
Court. Hartselle has a total of 550 
electric consumers; Russellville will 
have more than 700 when all services 
are connected. 

° 


Appliance Sales Campaign 


In an eight weeks’ appliance sales 
campaign. recently ended. employees 
of the Georgia Power Company sold a 
total of $74.588 of small appliances, 
equaling 149 per cent of quota. 


VISIT NEW PLANT—Directors and officials of Ohio Edison Company as they visited 
the Mad River plant, where a new 20,000-kw. unit is being installed. Left to right 


W. H. Foster, R. H. Nesbitt, J. Hekma, L. 


G. Tighe, C. F. Smith, Sam Stites, H. E. 


Miller, A. C. Blinn, J. G. Robertson, J. R. Rowland, Charles Lahr, W. H. Sammis, 
H. E. Freeman and R. H. Goss 
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Small glass tube rectifier (left) converts 35 kw. 


Tube Rectifier 
Gives Power Promise 


Capability of delivering 35 kw. of 
rectified output has been raanifested 
by a mercury-vapor rectifying tube 
which is essentially a modified form of 
the standard No. 866 tube. Prot. J. W. 
Dorsey of the University of Manitoba is 
the originator of the new form of 
rectifier and he supervised the demon- 
stration at the Consolidated Edison 
Company’s technical service depart- 
ment in New York last week. 

In the demonstration tests the tube 
delivered 0.5 amp. peak at well above 
70 kv. before the grid system sparked 
over externally. On a six-phase basis 
this would be the equivalent of 200 kw. 
of output. The low voltage drop of 
30-32 volts in the tube results in cor- 
respondingly low losses and the tube 
was not perceptibly warm except 
around the heated cathode even after 
several minutes of sustained operation. 

It is reported that a longer tube with 
more grids will be built to function up 
to 150,000 volts. The present tube is 
only about 16 inches long. The tube 
was constructed by United Electronics 
Company, Newark, N. J. 


Reclamation Bureau Reports 
on Power Project in Dakota 


Following an investigation of the 
proposed Angostura reclamation and 
power project near Hot Springs, S. D., 
the Bureau of Reclamation has reported 
that, although desirable from an agri- 
cultural point of view, the project would 
not be able to repay its cost in the 40- 
year period specified in the Reclama- 
tion Act. 


6 (796) 


Development would involve a 300,000- 
acre-ft. reservoir on the Cheyenne River, 
a 3,000-kw. power plant and 25 miles 
of main canal in addition to lateral 
ditches and drainage. It would supply 
1,500 kw. of firm power and supply 
water to 12,450 acres. Total cost would 
be $4,337,270. as compared with total 
net revenues over the 40-year period of 
$3,346,000. The report recommends 
that, should construction be determined 
upon, the reservoir be owned and op- 
erated by the federal government, with 
the irrigators purchasing water and 
maintaining the distribution system. 


FPC Suspends Schedules 
of Northern States Power 


The Federal Power Commission has 
suspended until November 8, 1938, 
three agreements between the Northern 
States Power Company (Minnesota) 
and the Northern States Power Com- 
pany (New Jersey), contending that 
proposed rate schedules for Beloit. 
Iowa and Fairview, S.D., impose mini- 
mum monthly bills so high as to consti- 
tute a continuous penalty. 

The suspended rate schedules cause 
an estimated average gateway price to 
Beloit consumers of 7 cents per kilo- 
watt-hour and to Fairview consumers of 
4.75 cents per kilowatt-hour; a_pro- 
posed rate to Inwood, Iowa, has also 
been suspended because it is involved 


in the rate to Fairview and may be in- 


volved in the rate to Beloit. 


Receives Transformer Order 


Standard Transformer Company has 
received an order from the Department 
of the Interior for transformers. The 
contract totals $16,849. 





Tennessee City Buys 
Properties of Utility 


Withdrawal of public utilities from 
operations in the TVA area went a step 
further this week when Kentucky-Tep. 
nessee Light & Power Company sold its 
properties in Clarksville, Tenn., to the 
city. Mayor W. D. Hudson announced 
that the city had purchased the facil. 
ities of the Associated Gas & Electric 
subsidiary in Montgomery, Cheatham 
and Robertson Counties for $260,000, 

The purchase includes 112 miles of 
rural lines which Clarksville expects to 
sell to TVA. The city is to distribute 
TVA power under a 20-year contract. 


The city proposes to retain all employees 


of the utility. 

At Nashville R. H. Ferguson, vice- 
president of Kentucky-Tennessee Power, 
another Associated Gas System unit. 
declared that the company will prob- 
ably sell all of its electric properties, 
including plants in Paris, McKenzie, 
Gallatin and Ridgely. Negotiations 
have been in progress for some time for 
the purchase of the Gallatin properties. 
The city has offered $94,000 for the 
facilities, on which the company has 
set a price of $198,000. 


Dynamite Pole Line 
of Tennessee Utility 


Dynamiting of additional transmis- 
sion lines of the Tennessee Electric 
Power Company threw eleven middle 
Tennessee communities into darkness 
last week. Sabotaging of a 44,000-volt 
line between Lewisburg and Wales 
caused disruption of electric service. 

The utility is in a deadlock with the 
A. F. of L. over a strike of a number of 
linemen. Since the beginning of the 
strike considerable damage to power 
lines has been reported. Four men have 
been arrested in connection with the 
dynamiting activities. 

Utility officials declared that service 
has been restored to the affected com- 
munities. The 120,000-volt line from 
Oconee Dam to Chattanooga was severed 
and several smaller ones have been 
wrecked. Approximately twoscore such 
instances have been reported since the 
strike started. 


Grants Electric Franchise 


New York Public Service Commis 
sion has granted the petition of the 
New York Power & Light Corporation 
to exercise an electric franchise in the 
village of Menands. In its petition New 
York Power & Light proposed no new 
construction at present. 
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Committee to Study Power Supply 


F acilities for War Emergency 


President appoints members of six federal agencies to survey means 
of safe power supply in the event of war — Assistant Secretary of War 
Johnson is chairman — See no intended attack on utilities in move 


Creation of a committee to study 
methods and plans to combat any in- 
adequacy of electric power supply in 
time of war was completed when Presi- 
dent Roosevelt appointed Louis J. 
Johnson, Assistant Secretary of War; 
Secretary of the Interior Harold L. 
Ickes; Charles Edison, Assistant Secre- 
tary of the Navy; William O. Douglas, 
chairman of the Securities and Ex- 
change Commission; Basil Manly of 
the Federal Power Commission, and 
Frederic A. Delano of the National Re- 
sources Committee. 

The formation of the committee was 
forecast when the President conferred 
with officials on the subject. It was in- 
dicated that the first step to be taken 
toward solving the problem would be 
to bring about close co-operation be- 
tween the federal government and the 
private utilities. 


Letter to committee 


In a letter to each member of the 
committee the President said: 

The reports regarding the supplying of 
electric power in the event of a national 
emergency, made to me by the War De- 
partment and the Federal Power Commis- 
sion in response to my request of March 
18, 1938, have given me much concern. 
These studies have disclosed a shortage of 
power to meet the needs of the nation’s 
industry in the event of war such as to 
constitute a serious threat to the national 
security. 

_... It is my desire that this committee 
find and recommend to me definite ways 
and means of meeting this problem. This 
will include drafting enabling legislation. 
recommending necessary appropriations, 
and other measures which appear appro- 
priate, 

What the members of the committee 
will discover and what steps they will 
recommend cannot now be predicted. 
However, it seems a safe assumption 
that most of the sore spots will be of 
the type that can be corrected only by 
increased activities on the part of the 
public utility companies through the 
construction, principally, of additional 
senerating facilities and of interconnec- 
tions with neighboring systems. 


Basis of study 


The basis of this statement is the 
following quotation from a War De- 
partment official survey of power pro- 
duction difficulties during the World 
War (published in 1921) which states: 


In a general way the reports may be 
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summarized by saying that a shortage of 
power existed at the chief industrial cen- 
ters throughout the United States; that 
owing to the lack of flexible and capacious 
interconnections between adjacent power 
systems it was virtually impossible to re- 
duce this shortage by taking advantage of 
the diversity factor and by releasing for 
active use part of the installed reserves . . .; 

.. and that finally no broad comprehensive 
plans were in existence showing how all 
existing power resources, steam as well as 
hydraulic, should be interconnected, de- 
veloped and co-ordinated. .. . 

While the intervening years have seen 
much closer integration of the various 
public utility systems, they have also 
seen a tremendous change from self- 
contained plant power generation to 
widespread dependence on purchased 
power. 

Apprehension has been expressed in 
some quarters that the present study 
of power resources in relation to na- 
tional defense is simply a cover to jus- 
tify another attack on the utilities; per- 
haps an effort to force the expansion of 
utilities in the face of the so-called 
“strike” of capital. 

But the expressed views of various 
members of the committee do not sup- 
port this theory. Representatives of the 
armed forces dominate the group; they 
are conscious that more can be accom- 
plished by co-operation than by com- 
pulsion, and they are determined to 
keep the national defense objective fore- 
most and so avoid an atmosphere of 
controversy. 


REA Power Projects 
Threaten City Plants 


Charges that John M. Carmody, 
REA administrator, is threatening to 
build generating plants on REA lines 
simply as a club to beat down whole- 
sale electric rates below cost. causing 
municipalities to lose money, were 
made by C. L. Elliott, president of 
the Municipal Utilities Association. 

Mr. Elliott, superintendent of the 
Austin, Minn., municipally owned 
plant, declared that “for some months 
Mr. Carmody has been putting pressure 
on municipal plants to reduce rates for 
wholesale service to rural electrification 
projects. and he is now threatening to 
build generating plants. 

“Mr. Carmody is quite justified in 


getting the lowest possible rates for 
this service, but, as municipal plants 
are already supplying it at cost or 
below cost, it is obvious they cannot 
take a loss to correct mistakes which 
the REA made in promoting these 
projects and the misleading statements 
and figures the REA furnished the 
farmer co-operatives. 

“Furthermore, for any of the rural 
electrification projects to build and 
operate a power plant would put their 
finances in worse condition than they 
are now. If these projects cannot meet 
their obligations now, they would be 
less able to meet them if they had to 
pay the investment in a power plant. 

“If such power plants are insisted 
upon by Mr. Carmody, it is simply 
nothing more or less than a club to 
beat down wholesale rates below cost, 
causing municipalities to lose money,” 
declared Mr. Elliott. 


Start Work on Giant 
Shasta Dam Project 


Work on the giant federal Shasta 
Dam and power project on the upper 
Sacramento River near Redding has 
started, with notice to the general con- 
tractor to proceed with construction. 
Walter R. Young, supervising engineer 
of the Central Valley project, has sent 
word to Pacific Contractors, Inc., the 
twelve-company syndicate which was 
awarded the main dam contract for 
$35,.939.450 by Secretary Ickes a few 
weeks ago. 

Shasta Dam will create a storage 
reservoir which will be operated to 
stabilize the Sacramento River and 
permit a year-round navigation as far 
upstream as Red Bluff. It will also 
provide for irrigation. 

The dam will be the second largest 
concrete dam in the world and it is 
expected that the project will be com- 
pleted in 5% years. Power develop- 
ment to serve northern California is 
a main feature of the project. 


Study Offer to Sell Lines 


Following the offer of the West Coast 
Power Company to sell its holdings 
along the Columbia River from Lindsay 
Creek to Multnomah Falls for approxi- 
mately $44,000, members of the Cascade 
Locks, Ore., City Council began to con- 
sider plans for a special election on the 
issuance of about $90,000 in revenue 
certificates. If the voters approve such 
a revenue bond issue the sum will be 
used for purchase of the West Coast 
properties and for improvements. The 
Cascade Locks power district will use 
Bonneville power. 
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C. J. Strike Tells League to Give 


Utility Facts Directly to Public 


Idaho Power Company president sounds keynote of Rocky Mountain 
Electrical League convention with plea for improved public relations 
to combat government competition — W. N. Clark is new head 


Sounding the keynote of the conven- 
tion, C. J. Strike, president of Idaho 
Power Company, last week told the 
members of the Rocky Mountain Elec- 
trical League to go directly to the 
public with a straightforward message 
of facts as to the conduct of the utility 
business. 

“Few people realize the unfair con- 
ditions imposed by government compe- 
tition,” Mr. Strike said at the annual 
meeting at Yellowstone Park. “Does 
it occur to you,” he continued, “that 
as we try to meet these conditions we 
automatically admit the exorbitance of 
our former rates?” Instead, he said, 
the conditions contributing to the rate 
should be explained to the public. 


Dollar income analyzed 


As an illustration, he analyzed the 
breakdown of the dollar of income re- 
ceived by Idaho Power and showed 
that municipal or government plants, 
with 45 per cent outright cash grant 
and the balance at low interest, put 
a handicap of 37% per cent on his 
company. If the private utility could 
obtain this, he declared, it would mean 
a decrease in rates that no government 
project could equal. 

When such facts are interpreted to 
every business along Main Street, he 
continued, and such businesses realize 
that the same principles of tax-exempt. 
direct-grant competition are advocated 
for competition of co-operatives with 
other businesses. the public will real- 
ize the unfairness and react against 
it. 


Preceding Mr. Strike, Dan W. Green- 


(L. to r.) W. D. Knight; J. H. Jacobucci, Utah Power & Light, president of the Rocky Mountain Electrical League; Ray Waggoner 
Chicago manager for Hubbard & Company; J. G. Keegan; Gaylord Buck, vice-president of Public Service Company of Colorado. 
who delivered the closing address at the convention; C. J. Strike, new president and general manager of Idaho Power; T. W. Hughes. 
Sheridan County Electric; James R. Kearney, James R. Kearney Corporation, and J. D. Orr, Idaho Power 
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berg, manager of Wyoming State Plan- 
ning Commission, told of the organ- 
ization of the upper basin states to 
protect their interests against revision 
of Boulder Dam _ power rates that 
would affect the allotment of funds 
set forth in the original pact for the 
upper states’ development. J. H. Jaco- 
bucci, president of the league, pledged 
the support of the utilities of these 
states. 

Stricter accounting, rigorous acci- 
dent prevention, cognizance of the le- 
gal aspects of their work, and particu- 
larly of personnel and human rela- 
tion, were seen as new concerns of the 
engineers by L. M. Robertson, Public 
Service Company of Colorado and 
chairman of the league’s engineering 
committee. 

In an unscheduled address, George 
Gadsby, president of Utah Power & 
Light, called attention to the flatten- 
ing out of production curves and sug- 
gested that increased volume might 
have to give way to a new ambition to 
achieve greater public acceptance. 


Sees industry socialized 


A pessimistic viewpoint was _pre- 
sented by Dr. Adam Bennion of the 
Utah Power & Light Company, who 
declared there was no doubt in his 
mind that the aim of the Administra- 
tion was to socialize the electrical in- 
dustry as the first step to total regi- 
mentation, and said it was only a ques- 
tion of the day and the method. 

Other speakers on the second day 


of the three-day session were Lewis A. 


Lewis, assistant general 










manager 





Washington Water Power Company, 
speaking for Chairman Sprackling of 
the National Adequate Wiring Bu- 
reau; W. C. Stephenson of the Modern 
Kitchen Bureau and C. L. Flower, 
Colorado Public Utilities Commission. 
who urged uniform accounting meth- 
ods. At the banquet that evening, Wil. 
liam C. Sterne, Arvada Electric Com. 
pany, was given the league’s award of 


merit. President Jacobucci was also . 


honored in the presentation of a por- 
trait of himself by Charles S. Russell, 
artist for Public Service Company of 
Colorado. 

At the final day’s meeting the 
league’s long-time lighting program 
was outlined by Glenn R. Trumbull, 
manager National Better Light-Better 
Sight Bureau; E. D. Stryker, incan- 
descent lamp department, General 
Electric Company; J. T. Coatsworth, 
chairman of the league’s lighting cam- 
paign committee. Paul L. Lewis, Nash- 
Kelvinator Corporation, commended 
the utilities for the active part they 
had taken in the National Salesmen’s 
Crusade. 

W. N. Clark, president Southern 
Colorado Power Company, was named 
new president of the league, with the 
following officers: J. E. Loiseau, Pub- 
lic Service Company of Colorado, vice- 
president for Colorado; H. E. Samp- 
son, Southwestern Public Service Com- 
pany, vice-president for New Mexico; 
J. W. Alexander, Rawlins Electric 
Company, vice-president for Wyoming; 
Lee O'Connell, Westinghouse Electric 
& Manufacturing Company, vice-presi- 
dent representing manufacturers, con- 
tractors, dealers and wholesalers: W. 
Cc. Sterne, Arvada Electric Company, 
treasurer. 

© 


Cutler-Hammer Gets Order 


Announcement has been made that 
Cutler-Hammer, Inc., has received a 
contract from the Navy Department for 
electric heaters, totaling approximately 
$6.719. 
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Bay Staters Line Up 
for Adequate Wiring 


Starting off the fall season with an 
enthusiastic gathering on behalf of 
adequate wiring, 150 Metropolitan 
Electric League members and guests 
were told about the progress of this 
movement during the past 26 weeks by 
0. C. Small, secretary of the Adequate 
Wiring Bureau, New York. An ad- 
dress on salesmanship was made by 
Walter Williamson, vice-president West- 
inghouse Electric Supply Company. 
New York. 

Excellent co-operation by all branches 
of the industry in many parts of the 
country has given a new and powerful 
impetus to wiring as a vital necessity 
to present-day electric service in the 
home, in commercial and _ industrial 
establishments, it was said. Architects. 
building contractors, government agen- 
cies concerned with housing and the 
general public are becoming aware of 
the importance of sufficient and mod- 
em wiring to the full utilization of 
electricity. A potential residential wir- 
ing market of $300,000,000 in the 
United States alone was seen. 

So far this year 8,500 persons have 
been addressed on this subject, 120 
cities have been visited, 850,000 pieces 
of publicity material distributed and 
organized efforts launched in many 
communities in co-operation with local 
groups or new set-ups. 

Mr. Williamson declared that with 
all the electrical industry has to offer 
the public today there is no room for 
fear as to whether its prices are satis- 
factory. All that is needed for success 
is vigorous sales activity and team 
play which will build up a popular 
demand for complete and flexible wir- 
ing comparable to the public insistence 
on modern bathroom appointments and 
up-to-date plumbing in the home. He 
urged his hearers to “Wake Up and 
Sell” in the face of one of the great- 
est opportunities ever before the in- 
dustry. 

Others who supported the movement 
in brief addresses were Julius Daniels. 
sales manager Boston Edison Com- 
pany; Robert Black, president Boston 
Master Electricians’ Association, and 
B. L. Whittemore, president Massachu- 
setts State Association of Master 
Electricians. 


Will Use Purchase Option 


Formal notice that the purchase op- 
tion in the Appalachian Electric Power 
Company franchise in Williamson, W. 
Va., will be exercised has been served 
on J. D. Lawrence, manager of the 
Power company in that city, by Mayor 
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told last week that a great market has been opened through the adequate wiring 
activities. L. to r. 





Members of the Metropolitan Electric League of Boston were 


Robert Black, J. J. Reddington, vice-president of the league; 


O. C. Small. Walter Williamson and Bert L. Whittemore 


J. M. Smith. Under the franchise 
granted a number of years ago, the 
municipality reserved the right to pur- 
chase the local distributing system at 
the termination of each five-year pe- 
riod, which this year falls on October 
1. Estimates of power company officials. 
who have declared that “no part of 
the system is for sale.” place the value 
of the distributing system at approxi- 


mately $1,000,000. 


Submit Plan to Buy 
Coast Utility System 


Details of a program whereby San 
Francisco would engage in municipal 
distribution in compliance with the 
Hetch Hetchy Raker Act and the re- 
cent decision of the federal court up- 
holding its provisions have been sub- 
mitted to the Board of Supervisors by 
E. J. Cahill, utilities director. Consid- 
eration is to be given to submitting 
the plan to the voters in the November 
general elections. 

The plan charter 
amendment calling for the issuance of 
$55,000,000 of revenue bonds for the 
purchase of the distribution system of 
the Pacific Gas & Electric Company in 
the city. It includes $1,125,000 for the 
construction of the Red Mountain Bar 
power house on the Hetch Hetchy 
water supply system, $2,000,000 for the 
erection of shops, offices and ware- 
houses, $175,000 for materials and sup- 
plies and $700,000 of working capital. 

By authorizing the issuance of reve- 
nue bonds, the proposal would require 
only a majority vote. A similar $50,- 
000.000 plan was defeated in March. 


consists of a 


1936, by a vote of 78,101 to 65,762 
and five other assorted plans for en- 
gaging the city in municipal owner- 
ship of its electric facilities were 
turned down ‘by the voters prior to 
that. 

At the present time the city faces 
a court decision declaring that its 
agency agreement with Pacific Gas & 
Electric Company for marketing the 
by-product power from its water sup- 
ply project violates the provisions of the 
original federal Raker Act and invali- 
dates the grants: received under that 
act. This decision has been appealed. 


PWA to Follow Hands-Off 
Policy on Texas Utility Plan 


PWA Administrator Harold L. Ickes 
has indicated that he would follow a 
hands-off policy in relation to the offer 
of the Texas Power & Light Company 
to sell its system in sixteen counties 
to the Lower Colorado River Author- 
ity. Any action on the offer will, he 
said, be entirely up to the local au- 
thority. PWA’s only interest is to see 
that the security for its loan is not 
impaired, Mr. Ickes declared. 


Seattle Gets RFC Loan 


The Reconstruction Finance Corpo- 
ration has authorized a loan of $10.- 
000,000 to the city of Seattle, Wash.. 
for refurbishing its transportation sys- 
tem. Of this amount $4,300,000 will be 
used to refinance present indebtedness 
and the remaining $5,700,000 for new 
construction and equipment. 
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PWA Sets Deadline 


on Board Elections 


Because the law authorizing the 1938 
Public Works Administration specifies 
that all projects must be under con- 
struction by January 1, 1939, PWA 
cannot make allotments to projects 
which require bond elections where the 
election will be conducted after 
October 1, PWA Administrator Harold 
L. Ickes has announced. 

The action was taken because there 
is a period of only 70 working days 
between October 1 and January 1. In 
that period, in order to have construc- 
tion started on a project, an applicant 
would have to prepare full plans and 
specifications, working drawings, ad- 
vertise for bids, award them, and the 
contractor receiving the award would 
have to get work actually under way. 
This is a relatively short period in 
which to accomplish 
preparation. 

“According to best engineering 
analysis, it appears that it would be 
virtually impossible for applicants to 
get their projects started by the dead 
line specified by the Congress if they 
conducted their bond elections after 
October 1,” said Mr. Ickes. “We have 
therefore decided that if applicants 
want to obtain PWA aid and require 
a bond election to authorize their share 
of costs, they must hold the necessary 
election not later than October 1. In 
addition, if a bond election were to be 
conducted after October 1 and fail, it 
would then be too late to reallot the 
money to other applicants . ™ 


this necessary 


Fluorescent Installation 


Through an erro’, the fluorescent 
lighting installation pictured on page 
13 of Evectrica, Wortp for Septem- 
ber 3, 1938, was credited to Indiana 
Public Service. The installation is in 
the commercial display room of the 
Indiana Service Corporation at Fort 
Wayne, Ind. The tubing is carried 
around the walls of the display room 
as well as around the central pillars. 


A. L. Holbrook New Head of 
Eastern Section of I.A.E.I. 


A. L. Holbrook of Waltham, Mass.. 
was elected president of the Eastern 
section of the International Association 
of Electrical Inspectors at the recent 


annual convention in Baltimore, Md. 
J. Hagendorn, 


Other officers include: 
first vice-president; J. D. Lynett, sec- 
ond vice-president. 
treasurer, and F. N. M. Squires, secre- 
tary, were re-elected. 
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A. W. Hopkins, 


Among the speakers on this year’s 
program was QO. C. Small, secretary 
National Adequate Wiring Bureau, who 
outlined the national adequate wiring 
program of the bureau. Among exhibi- 
tors at the meeting were Chase-Shaw- 
mut Company, Trumbull Electric Man- 
ufacturing Company, Pass & Seymour, 
Bussmann Manufacturing Company, 
American Metal Moulding Company, 
Adelphia Electric Company, Westing- 
house Electric & Manufacturing Com- 
pany, Holophane Company, Cutler- 
Hammer, Inc., and National Electric 
Products. 


eelings 


international Association of Electrical tn- 
spectors—Western section, Hollenden 
Hotel, Cleveland, Ohio, September 19—21. 
KF. H. Moore, secretary, 320 N. Meridian 
St., Indianapolis, Ind. Northwestern sec 
tion, Hotel Spokane, Spokane, Wash.. 
October 3-5, F. D. Weber, secretary, P. 
O. Box 70, Portland, Ore. Southwestern 
section, Hotel Lafayette, Long Beach, 
Calif., October 10-12. H. L. Gerber, sec 
retary, 205 City Hall, San Francisco, 
Calif. 

Wisconsin Utilities Association—Transpor- 
tation section, Lawsonia, Green Lake, 
Wis., September 19-20; accounting sec- 
tion, Lawsonia, September 23-24; electric 
section, commercial and _ technical di- 
visions, Schroeder Hotel, Milwaukee, Wis., 
October 24-25. A. F. Herwig, executive 
ers. Brumder Bldg., Milwaukee, 
Vis. 

Association of Iron and Steel Engineers— 
Annual convention and Iron and Steel 
Exposition, Cleveland Public Auditorium, 
Cleveland, Ohio, September 27-30. Brent 
Wiley, managing director, 1010 Empire 
Building, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


indiana Electric Association—Annual con- 
vention, French Lick, Ind., September 29— 
October 1. Tom C. Polk, secretary, 607 


— Terminal Bldg., Indianapolis, 
nd. 


West Virginia Public Utilities Association 
—Annual meeting, Greenbrier Hotel, 
White Sulphur Springs, W. Va., Septem- 
ber 30—October 1. 


American Transit Association — Annual 
meeting, Toronto, Canada, October 3-6. 
Charles Gordon, managing oo 292 
Madison Avenue, New York, 


Edison Electric Institute— ct equip 
ment committee, Chamberlain Hotel, Old 
Point Comfort, Va., October 10-11; trans- 
mission and _ distribution committee, 
Chamberlain Hotel, Old Point Comfort, 
October 11—12. Bernard F. Weadock, man- 
aging director, 420 Lexington Avenue, 
New York, N. Y. 

National Safety Congress—Silver Jubilee. 
Stevens Hotel, Chicago, Ill., October 
10-14. 

Electrochemical Society — Fall meeting, 
Hotel Seneca, Rochester, N. Y., October 
12-15. Dr. Colin G. Fink, Secretary, 
Columbia University, New York, N. Y. 

American Welding Society—Annual meet- 
ing, Book-Cadillac Hotel, Detroit, Mich., 
October 16-21. 

National Electrical Wholesalers Associa- 
tion — Semi-annual convention, Drake 
Hotel, Chicago, Ill., October 18-21. KE. 
Donald Tolles, managing director, 165 
Broadway, New York, N. Y. 

National Electrical Manufacturers Associa- 
tion—Annual meeting, Palmer House, 
Chicago, IlL, October 24-28. se 
Donald, managing director, 155 East 44th 
St., New York, N. Y. 


Board Gets Briefs 


in Boulder Dam Row 


The city of Los Angeles and its De- 
partment of Water and Power, com- 
plainant, and the Nevada-California 
Electric Corporation, defendant, have 
filed with the Federal Power Commis. 
sion briefs setting forth in detail their 
contentions in the case now pending be- 
fore the commission regarding charges 
and payments under the contract for 
use of the corporation’s transmission 
lines from Boulder Dam to San Ber- 
nadino. 

Built originally to supply to the con- 
tractors energy required for construc- 
tion of the Boulder project, this line 
was to be utilized up to one-half its 
capacity, to transmit energy from Boul- 
der to the Los Angeles Gas & Electric 
Company. This contract was inherited 
by the city when it purchased the facil- 
ities of the Los Angeles Gas & Electric 
Company. 

Under the rates specified in the pres- 
ent schedule. under this contract, the 
city has been paying to the Nevada- 
California corporation $60,000 to $65,- 
000 a year. The company, it is stated, 
purposes shortly to increase the charge 
so that it will amount to about $90,000 
annually. Alleging that these rates are 
unjust and unreasonable, the city asks 
the Federal Power Commission to pre- 
scribe just and reasonable rates to be 
observed in lieu of those specified in the 
company’s schedule. 

In its brief in answer to the city’s 
complaint, the utility states that the 
case involves a salvaging operation as 
much as though the city had, in the 
purchase of the electrical properties of 
the Los Angeles Gas & Electric Cor- 
poration, acquired a plant which it did 
not want and had now started to sal- 
vage. The city has admitted that the 
charges are fair to any one using the 
line, but have become unfair because, 
under changed conditions, the city does 
not want it. the brief states. 


Germany Enters Power Field 


Germany’s Reichswerke Hermann 
Goering, extending its activities to the 
power industry, is building an elec: 
trical power plant near the iron mines 
in the Salzgitter area, with a capacity 
in excess of the Klingenberg plant 
near Berlin, totaling 250,000 kw., 1 
is reported. The Reichswerke Hermann 
Goering is the government’s steel com- 
pany for the development of low- grade 
ores and ‘the new plant is re warded 
as marking its entry into the power 
field. Several of the German States. 
notably Bavaria, have already entered 
the power generation field. 
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Safety for your equipment, and safety for the boys who “shoot” your troubl 
L-M Cutouts give you both. Take the L-M PVD Fuse Cutout for example. | 


can re-fuse the PVD on the pole in one minute, with no danger of contaci 


“live” parts. The PVD makes your lineman’s job easier, makes your cutout | 
lar go farther. Its drop-out position spots trouble in a hurry. Its always clo 
door wards off dirt and corrosion, lengthens service life. Ask your L-M sa 


man about the PVD and other L-M Cutouts that give you more for your mo 
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Robert Smith and Everett Palmer, Pennsylvania Power & Light, 
Breckenridge and W. E. Sturm, West Penn Power 


Fred Foltz. Foltz-Wessinger, Inc.; W. S. Redpath, Duquesne 
Light, Mrs. W. S. Redpath; F. S. Brown, Duquesne Light 


L. T. Barry, Electric Service Supply, Philadelphia; M. G. Miller 
and R. W. Cranston, West Penn Power 


N. G. Reinicker, Pennsylvania Power & Light; Wade Burlesfp, 
Ohio Brass, and R. W? Wilberham, United Engineering 


Construction 


In a setting of mountain grandeur, Pennsylvania | 

Bedford Springs for their 31st annual convention. 

sport events were held, with prizes awarded winners. 

Frank Gaskill, Philadelphia Electric; gave their views and offered suggestions in solving | 
Harry Croasdale, Westinghouse; Fran- . most successful and best atterled e 


E.E.I. cis MecQuillin, West Penn 


B. F. Weadock, managing director, 





H. W. Petty, Wagner Electric; E. A. Damrau, Okonite; L. B. 


Round, Pennsylvania Power, and R. B. Hall 


i Mr. and Mrs. George S. Van Antwerp, Philadelphia Electric; J. H. 
Shearer, Pennsylvania Edison, and W. N. MeCreight, Vulean 
Soot Blower 


A. B. Millar, managing director, P.E.A.; Ira Craig, Philadelphia 
Electric 


. S. Davis, Philadelphia Electric; 
T. 0. Rudd, Kerite Cable; C. C. 
Farrell, Philadelphia Electric 


thie Association 


nia Uplity operators gathered last week at 
flween day and night business sessions 
tominent speakers outside the industry 


Ing peesent utility problems. It was one of the H. S. Metcalfe, West Penn; Clara Zillessen and J. Frank 
tattered ever held. 


Dreher, Philadelphia Electric 
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Proper planning enables our Electric Utilities we 
to provide their excellent service in time to tem: 
meet the increasing public demand. oes 
In the same manner, the equipment manu- Z 
facturers anticipate the demands of every part ne 
of the plant. This is accomplished by labora- Pr 
tory research. = 
Gkonite-Callender is always ready with the aa 
right kind of cable equipment to meet new soe 
service demands. Its facilities, too, are con- | = 


stantly functioning in the cause of Better 
Service. 
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Holiday Cuts Output 


Despite sag, production comes 
within 5 per cent of 1937 
— Continues above 1936 


Labor Day as usual caused a reduc- 
tion in the week’s production of energy 
by the electric light and power industry, 
compared with the preceding full week, 
but the dip was less pronounced than in 
1936 or 1937. The output of 2,048,360,- 
000 kw.-hr., as announced by the Edison 
Electric Institute, was only 100,000,000 
kw-hr. less than in the week of Sep- 
tember 3, whereas the reduction a year 
ago was about 176,000,000 kw.-hr. In 
1936 the holiday affected two weeks; 
the output of 2,028,563,000 kw.-hr. in 
the week of September 12 was 107,000,- 
000 kw.-hr. under that of the last week 
in August. 

Production was 1 per cent more than 
in the week of Labor Day in 1936 and 
only 4.9 per cent less than it was a 
year ago. The latter disparity is the 
smallest since January. Of the seven 
geographical regions tabulated, four are 
now within 3 per cent of matching 1937. 

Of the others the Central Industrial is 
| steadily advancing. The Rocky Moun- 
} tain area continues its lag of nearly 
20 per cent. 


Weekly Output, Millions Kw.-Hr. 
1938 1937 1936 


} Sept.10.2,048 Sept. Sept. 5..2,099 
Sept. 3.2,149 Sept. Aug. 29. .2,136 
i Aug. 27.2,134 Aug. < Aug. 22. .2,126 
} Aug. 20.2,139 Aug. ¢ Aug. 15. .2,094 
Aug. 13.2,134 Aug. Aug. 8..2,079 
1 Aw. 6.2,116 Aug. Aug. 1..2,079 








| Permit Authorized 
for 12,000-kw. Unit 


To enable the applicant to secure 
the data and perform the acts pro- 
vided for in the Federal Power Act, in 
connection with the development of 
power on the Yuba River, in Nevada 
and Yuba Counties, Calif., and the 
use of the proposed Upper Narrows 
debris storage dam, the Federal Power 
Commission has authorized the issu- 
ance to the Sacramento Valley Utility 
Company of a preliminary permit, lim- 
ited to eighteen months, for a power 
plant containing an installation of ap- 
proximately 12,000 kw. to be con- 
_ at a point 1,000 ft. below the 





Having considered the company’s 
‘pplication, which was filed in 1936, 
the record of proceedings pertaining 
thereto, and reports thereon, including 
te report of the chief of engineers, 
‘te commission finds that the proposed 
Mtoject works will be necessary or 
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Per Cent Change from Previous Year 
Week Ending 


Sept.10 Sept.3 Aug. 


Region 3 27 
New England 2.8 — 4.8 — 7.8 
Middle Atlantic. -1.5 — 5.2 3.1 
Central Industrial. . . - 99 -—13.8 -—12.9 
West Central. .... —-93 -—9.1 — 4.9 
Southern States . —- 20 —0.1 — 1.7 
Rocky Mountain. —18.7 -—20.7 —19.2 
eS 6 os x ean - 0.56 — 1.7 — 3.9 

United States. .... 49 — 7.4 — 7.0 


convenient for the purpose of utilizing 
surplus water or water power from the 
proposed government dam, and that 
no other application for a preliminary 
permit or license for such project or 
in conflict therewith is before the com- 
mission. 
* 


Electricity Sales 
In Illinois Drop 


Total sales of electricity to ultimate 
consumers by eleven large Illinois elec- 
tric utilities during July, 1938, as com- 
pared with the totals for the correspond- 
ing month last year, revealed a 2.2 per 
cent decrease in revenue, a 9.7 per cent 
decrease in kilowatt-hours and a 1.5 per 
cent increase in the number of cus- 
tomers. 

Residential sales in July revealed in- 
creases of 2.9 per cent in revenue, 5.9 
per cent in kilowatt-hours and 1.0 per 
cent in the number of customers as com- 
pared with the same month of 1937. 
Rural sales continued to register in- 





creases in July, 1938, as compared with 
the same month last year. The July, 
1937-1938, period of comparison shows 
decreases of 5.2 per cent in revenue and 
13.0 per cent in kilowatt-hours for 
power and other sales. 


July Output 
Off 8 per Cent 


Production of electric energy for 
public use in the United States totaled 
112,506,000,000 kw.-hr. in the twelve- 
month period ended July 31, 1938, 
according to a report by the Federal 
Power Commission, showing a decrease 
of 2.8 per cent compared with the total 
of 115,766,000,000 kw.-hr. for the like 
period a year ago 

Total production in July, 1938, was 
9.274,000,000 kw.-hr., as compared with 
8.957,000,000 kw.-hr. in June, 1938. 
This is an increase of 3.5 per cent when 
compared with the previous month and 
a decrease of 8 per cent from the month 
of July, 1937. The production by water 
power in July, 1938, was 39 per cent 
of the total. The output by months for 
1937 and 1938 is as follows: 


Millions Millions 
of Kw.-Hr. of Kw.-Hr. 
1937 1938 1937 1938 
Jan. ....9,839 9.330 May ....9,719 8,836 
Feb. ....8,956 8,442 June ....9,820 8,957 


March ..9,946 9,186 July ...10.090 9,274 
April ....9,600 8,669 Aug. ...10,381 

These data exclude the output of 
electrified railroads, electric railways 
and certain state and federal plants 
which were not producing energy for 
public use. 

The total stock of coal on hand at 
electric utility power plants on August 
1, 1938, was 9,292,381 tons. This was 
a decrease of 2.0 per cent when com- 
pared with July 1, 1938, and a decrease 
of 5.4 per cent from August 1, 1937. Of 
the total stock, 7,904,794 tons were bi- 
tuminous coal and 1,387,587 tons were 
anthracite, representing decreases of 2.0 
per cent and 1.7 per cent, respectively, 
when compared with July 1, 1938. 

Electric utility power plants con- 
sumed approximately 3,216,222 net 
tons of coal in July, 1938. Of this 
amount 3,054,490 tons were bituminous 
coal and 161,832 tons were anthracite. 
The consumption of bituminous coal 
increased 7.4 per cent and the con- 
sumption of anthracite decreased 0.9 
per cent when compared with the pre- 


ceding month. 
* 


Capacitors Contract Let 


Los Angeles Water and Power Com- 
mission has awarded a contract to the 
General Electric Company for quantity 
of coupling capacitors and_ potential 
devices at $58,600. 
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Hodgkins New President 
Michigan Gas & Electric 


W. J. Hodgkins of Ashland. Wis.. 


who was recently elected president of 
the Michigan Gas & Electric Company, 
has been associated with the public 
utility industry in northern Wisconsin 





and Michigan for more than 25 years, 
starting in the engineering department 
of the Ashland Light, Power & Street 
Railway Company. 

Mr. Hodgkins is also president of 
the Lake Superior District Power Com- 
pany, Ashland; vice-president of the 
Copper District Power Company, On- 
tonagon, Mich., and was formerly vice- 
president and general manager of the 
northern division of the Michigan Gas 
& Electric Company. 

The general office of the southern 
division of the Michigan Gas & Electric 
Company has been moved from Hol- 
land, Mich., to Ashland, Wis., to be 
consolidated with the office of the 
Lake Superior District Power Com- 
pany and the Michigan Gas & Electric 
Company (northern division). 


> James A. RAMSEY, merchandise man- 
ager for the General Electric Company 
at Buffalo, N. Y., has been appointed 
manager for New England and upper 
New York State with headquarters at 
Boston, Mass. In New England he will 
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take over the duties formerly handled 
by Charles M. Wilson, who has become 
manager of the newly established fac- 
tory distributing branch of the com- 


panys merchandise department in 


Boston. 


> FrevericK J. Zak has arrived in 
Fredericksburg, Va., to take over his 
duties as superintendent of distribution 
for the Fredericksburg district of the 
Virginia Electric & Power Company. 
He succeeds Richard B. Chaffin, Jr., 
who has been promoted to be trans- 
mission engineer for the entire Vir- 
ginia Electric & Power Company sys- 
tem. Mr. Zak was transferred to Fred- 
ericksburg from the Richmond office. 


> Epwarp Beck has been transferred 
to East Pittsburgh, Pa.. as lightning 
arrester engineer in the switchgear en- 
gineering department of the Westing- 
house Electric & Manufacturing Com- 
pany. Mr. Beck formerly served as a 
member of the Westinghouse industry 
engineering department and as chief 
engineer of the Westinghouse X-Ray 
Company, Inc., Long Island City, N. Y. 
Mr. Beck is a member of the American 
Institute of Electrical Engineers. 


> Greorce S. JAMESON, for the past 50 
years associated with the General Elec- 
tric Company and for some time super- 
visor of orders and stores at the River 
Works in Lynn, was guest of honor on 
September 1 at a dinner held at the 
New Ocean House, Swampscott, Mass.. 
attended by about 400 representatives 
of industry in the East. Particularly 
significant was the fact that the oc- 
casion was sponsored by a committee 
composed of men representing 30 dif- 
ferent companies in appreciation of 
the genuine pleasantness experienced 
in all their dealings with Mr. Jameson. 
Speaking on the occasion, N. J. Dar- 
ling, Lynn Works manager. reviewed 
the highlights of Mr. Jameson’s asso- 
ciation with the General Electric Com- 
pany, and committee members in brief 
testimonials paid high tribute to the 
veteran employee. A handsome bound 
volume of congratulatory letters was 
then presented to Mr. Jameson. 


PEOPLE 





Williams New Merchandising 
Executive for Westinghouse 


Election of Frank B. Williams, Jr., 
as vice-president in charge of the mer- 
chandising division of the Westing- 
house Electric & Manufacturing Com. 
pany was announced this week. He 
assumes charge of the division immedi- 
ately and will make his headquarters 
in Mansfield, Ohio. He succeeds Arthur 
E. Allen, resigned. 

In joining Westinghouse Mr. Wil- 
liams leaves the position of vice-presi- 
dent and sales manager of the Diehl 
Manufacturing Company, the electrical 
division of the Singer Manufacturing 
Company at Elizabethport. N. J. He 
started his industrial career on the 
test floor of the Diehl Manufacturing 
Company a few weeks after receiving 
his degree in electrical engineering 
from Drexel Institute. By 1915 he had 
become production manager of the 
company. In 1918 he joined the sales 
department of the Western Electric 
Company. Two years later he was 
made manager of the power apparatus 


sales division of its New York district. 
He later continued in this position with 
the Graybar Electric Company when 
that company was formed. In 1927 he 
returned, as sales manager, to the Diehl 
Company, of which he has been a vice 
president since 1930. 

Mr. Allen has been vice-president ™ 
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charge of the merchandising division 
since 1934. He became affliated with 
Westinghouse in 1902 at the Newark 
Works and was in charge of the test 
department there until 1910. Subse- 
quently he served as manager of the 
company’s supply department in New 
York, and some years later as general 
manager and then vice-president of the 
Westinghouse Lamp Company, the 
position he occupied until his election 
as vice-president of the Westinghouse 
Electric & Manufacturing Company in 
charge of the merchandising division in 


1934. 


> Dr. A. P. M. FLemine, president-elect 


of the Institution of Electrical Engineers, 


Great Britain, and a director of the 
Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Com- 


pany, Ltd., arrived recently in Mon-* 


treal. Dr. Fleming has completed an 
extensive tour of the United States and 
western Canada. 


>A. J. HorNFECK has recently joined 
the research department of the Bailey 
Meter Company, Cleveland, Ohio. Pre- 
viously Mr. Hornfeck was employed in 
the engineering general department of 
the General Electric Company, Sche- 
nectady. 


PGienN O’HARRA has been named 
Eastern sales manager of the Norge 
division of the Borg-Warner Corpora- 
tion. At the same time P. B. Zimmer- 
mann, vice-president in charge of sales, 
announced the appointment of R. E. 
DensMoRE as Western sales manager. 
Mr. O'Harra was formerly in charge 
of the range division and Mr. Dens- 
more directed refrigeration sales. 


>Frep D. Berry, district substation 
engineer, Passaic division, electric dis- 
tribution department, who completed 
0 years’ service with the Public Serv- 
ice Electric & Gas Company of Newark, 
N. J., on September 1, was the guest of 
honor at a testimonial held September 
12. The affair, sponsored by a group 
of his associates, was held at the Green 
Brook Country Club, North Caldwell. 


>F. J. Heay, formerly factory man- 
ager of the Hygrade Sylvania Corpora- 
tion, Salem, Mass., has been promoted 
lo the position of general manager of 
the lamp division, a newly created 
office. In his new position Mr. Healy 
will have full responsibility for all de- 
partments and activities of that di- 
‘sion, including sales, both in Salem 
and St. Mary’s, Pa., plants. He entered 
the company’s service in 1917. After 
‘erving as foreman, he was made 
‘sistant superintendent following a 
period of war service, and upon the 
death of Walter Melvin became factory 


manager, also being in charge of lamp 
*ngineering. 
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W. S. Symington to Become 


Emerson Electric Executive 


A special meeting of the holders of 
the common stock of the Emerson Elec- 
tric Manufacturing Company has been 
called for September 20 at the offices 
of the company in St. Louis, to ratify 
a contract employing W. Stuart Sym- 
ington of New York as general man- 
ager of the company for an initial pe- 
riod of five years, effective October 1. 





Subject to the stockholders’ approval. 
Joseph Newman, president, will as- 
sume the chairmanship of the board of 
directors on October 1 for the unex- 
pired portion of his contract with the 
company, and Mr. Symington will be- 
come president and a director of the 


company. 

Mr. Symington, who is 37 years old, 
was educated at Yale University. After 
leaving the university he went with the 
Symington Company in_ Rochester. 
N. Y., and later became executive as- 
sistant to the president, as well as 
president of the Gould Car-lighting 
Corporation. In 1928 he also was 
elected vice-president of the Gould 
Storage Battery Company. Later he 
started the Valley Equipment Com- 
pany. which subsequently he consoli- 
dated with the Colonial Radio Corpo- 
ration, and became president of the 
new company. In 1931 he purchased 
the King manufacturing plant from 
Sears, Roebuck & Company and moved 
the Colonial organization to Buffalo. 
Mr. Symington then became president 
of Rustless Iron & Steel Corporation. 
but sold his holdings when the organ- 
ization was purchased by American 
Rolling Mills Company last year. 


> R. M. Hupeins, who has been man- 
ager of the Elkin branch of the Duke 
Power Company, has been promoted 
to the managership at Mt. Airy to suc- 
ceed the late W. D. Alley, according 
to an announcement made by E. C. 


Marshall, vice-president. D. G. Smitu, 
who for several years has been man- 
ager of the York branch of the com- 
pany, has been made manager of the 
Elkin district to succeed Mr. Hudgins. 
J. G. Lynn, who has been a salesman 
at the Mt. Airy branch, has been pro- 
moted to be manager of the York 
branch to succeed Mr. Smith. 


> Jj. A. M. Lyon was recently ap- 
pointed instructor in electrical engi- 
neering at Johns Hopkins University, 
Baltimore, Md. Previously Doctor Lyon 
was engaged in transmission and relay 
work in the electrical engineering de- 
partment of the Utility Management 
Corporation at Reading, Pa. 


> Frevertc E. Bronson’ has _ been 
elected president of the Ottawa Light, 
Heat & Power Company, Ltd., the Ot- 
tawa Electric Company and the Ot- 
tawa Gas Company. He succeeds the 
late Thomas Ahearn. T. F. AHEARN 
has been elected vice-president, the 
position formerly held by Mr. Bronson. 


> James P. McKEAN, state deputy se- 
curities commissioner, has been ap- 
pointed valuations engineer for pub- 
lic utilities properties in lowa, accord- 
ing to an announcement made by State 
Tax Chairman Louis E. Roddewig. 
The appointment is part of the board’s 
program for placing the taxation of the 
real property held by utilities on a 
more scientific basis, the chairman 
said. Mr. McKean will assume his new 
duties October 1. He entered the se- 
curities department in 1931 and has 
had considerable experience in ap- 
praising properties in connection with 
proposed securities issues, Chairman 
Roddewig stated. Mr. McKean was on 
the faculty of the general engineering 
department of lowa State College for 
the three years preceding his state ap- 
pointment. 


OBITUARY 


> Rosert B. BEALE, manager of Gen- 
eral Electric Company’s turbine divi- 
sion of the central station department 
at Schenectady, N.Y., died September 
ll, after a brief illness, aged 60. Mr. 
Beale had been continuously associated 
with the General Electric Company 
since 1899, when he entered the organi- 
zation as a “test” man. In 1901 he 
joined the d.c. engineering department. 
and the following year he was trans- 
ferred to the lighting commercial de- 
partment, now the central station 
department. He was transferred to the 
turbine department in 1907, and in 
1922 was appointed assistant sales 
manager of that department. He was 
named manager of the turbine sales 
division in 1933, upon the retirement of 


E. E. Gilbert. 
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Lets Cable Contracts 
for Boulder Dam Line 


Contract for the manufacture and 
supply of the third Boulder Dam-Los 
Angeles transmission line has been 
awarded to General Cable Corporation 
by the Bureau of Power & Light, Los 
Angeles. 

It is estimated that the new line will 
require more than 6,000,000 pounds 
of copper and the type will be the 
same as the original installation, hol- 
low copper conductor, 1.4 inches in 
diameter. It will be operated at 287,000 
volts. 

Contracts for lead-covered cable 
were awarded to Okonite, General Elec- 
tric, Habirshaw Cable and Wire Divi- 
sion of Phelps-Dodge Copper Products 
Corporation and John A. Roebling’s 
Sons Company. 


Carrier Stockholders Vote 
New Capital Structure 


Stockholders of the Carrier Corpora- 
tion have approved the new capital 
structure and financing program _in- 
volving an issue of $2,500,000 of de- 
bentures. This action clears the way 
for the registration with the SEC of 
$2,500,000 of ten-year convertible de- 
bentures to retire current bank loans 
of $1,500,000 and to provide additional 
working capital. 

Stockholders approved the directors’ 
recommendation that common stock 
authorized be increased from 500,000 
no-par to 700,000 shares of $1 par. 


McGraw-Electric Net Profit 
$714,860; Sales Lower 


McGraw Electric Company reports 
for the twelve months ended June 30. 
subject to audit and year-end adjust- 
ment, net profit of $714,860 after de- 
preciation and federal income taxes. 
but before provision for excess profits 
taxes or undistributed profits taxes. 
equal to $1.51 a share on the 472,600 
shares of capital stock. This compares 
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with net profit of $1,232,781 in the 
twelve months ended June 30, 1937, 
equal to $2.61 a share on a like number 
of common shares. Sales for the twelve 
months ended June 30, 1938, were $5,- 
499,723, against $6,058.066 in the pre- 
ceding twelve months. 


Fluorescent Lighting 
Shown at Nela Park 


To show visitors the wide variety of 
uses to which the recently developed 
fluorescent lamps may be put, the Gen- 
eral Electric Institute, Nela Park, has 
recently installed a number of displays 
using the new filamentless lamps. 

Applications include fluorescent 
lighted store interiors, show windows, 
show cases, architectural elements, 
coves, niches, foyers and offices. A 
feature of the new lamps is that they 
remain relatively cool while in opera- 
tion; one of the window displays dem- 
onstrates how the florist may flood his 
flowers with white or tinted illumina- 
tion without subjecting the blooms to 
excessive heat. 

Two show cases displaying identical 
merchandise demonstrate the difference 
between incandescent and 
fluorescent lighting, in so 
far as the heat factor and 
color discrimination are 
concerned, in another of 
the displays. 




















DISPLAY—Illustrating the 
application of the new flu- 
grescent lamps to office 
lighting, this display at 
General Electric Institute. 
Nela Park, has the _fila- 
mentless lamps exposed on 
the ceiling and in a center 
fixture. Thirty foot-candles 
are delivered at desk and 
table top levels. The dis- 
play is one of several re- 
cently installed 





AND MARKETS 


Manufacturers Make 
Sales Appointments 


Electrical manufacturing companies 
have recently announced the following 
appointments to their sales staffs: 


Kennecott Wire & Cable Company has 
named J. L. Maltman district sales man- 
ager in charge of the territory served by 
the New York office. 

Triangle Conduit & Cable Company, Inc., 
has announced the appointment of the 
Triangle Sales Company, with headquarters 
in Atlanta, Ga., as representative in Georgia, 
Florida, Alabama, Mississpipi, North Caro- 
lina, South Carolina and Tennessee. 

Trico Fuse Manufacturing Company, 
Milwaukee, Wis., has appointed the Marine 
Specialty & Mill Supply Company, New 
Orleans, La., as agent-distributor for the 
state of Louisiana and southern Mississippi. 

Proctor Electric Company, Philadelphia, 
announces that Armine West, New Orleans, 
La., has been appointed representative in 
Texas, Oklahoma and the eastern part of 
Louisiana. 


Britain Moves to Front as 
Washing Machine Customer 


The marked increase in exports of 
household washing machines may be 
safely attributed to the United King- 
dom, according to the electrical divis- 
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ion of the Bureau of Foreign and 
Domestic Commerce. Although a con- 
sistently good customer for this appli- 
ance, Great Britain, during the month 
of June, hit a peak for 1938 with 
purchases of 3,734 machines, valued at 
$131,090. At no time during this year 
have the purchases of any other coun- 
try been larger. The United Kingdom 
accounted for 47.7 per cent by volume 
and 43.3 per cent by value of the 
exports from the United States in June 
of 7,832 machines, valued at $302,660. 


July Air Unit Orders Off 


Orders booked for air-conditioning 
systems and equipment during July 
were valued at $3,236,770 Department 
of Commerce reports. This compares 
with $3,759,264 in June and $5,570,089 
in July last year. The department re- 
ported orders for the first seven months 
at $25,334,513, against $44,315,895 in 
the corresponding period last year. 


July Manufacturers’ Sales 


Manufacturers’ sales of electrical 
machinery, apparatus and supplies dur- 
ing July, as reported by 80 firms, to- 
taled $15,540,000, a loss of 1.9 per cent 
from June and of 28.4 per cent from 
July last year, according to the Depart- 
ment of Commerce. 


Gets Insulator Contract 


Ohio Brass Company has _ been 
awarded a contract by J. D. Ross, Bonne- 
ville project administrator, at $26,500 
for 35,400 strain insulators for use on 
the new transmission line to be built 
from the Bonneville, Ore., power station 
to Vancouver, Wash. 


Oil Burner Shipments Rise 


Domestic shipments of oil burners 
during July totaled 10,316, against 
9,148 in June and 15,828 in July last 
year, according to the Department of 
Commerce. New orders for July were 
11,121, against 9.278 in June and 
16,274 in July, 1937. 


a 


New York Metal Prices 


Sept. 6, 1938 Sept. 14, 1988 


nts per Cents per 
Cop ; Pound Pound 
/pper electrolytic.... 10.125* 10.125* 
land Am. 8. & R. price. 4.90 4.90 
N ES R05 bec a dha os 11.25 11.25 
ickel ingot....... ||. 35.00 35.00 
Ms ccnsceccta, 5.15 5.15 
OMAR. ow scene 43.25 42.75 
Uminum, 99 percent. 20.00 20.00 


* Delivered Connecticut Valley. 
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Field Reports on Business 


War scares and gyrating security prices have unsettled business to the extent of 
slowing down fall activity. Many orders are awaiting the clearing of skies. 


Utilities report expanding power use and manufacturers see increasing volume 


of business later this fall. 


NEW YORK 


War scares and domestic political strife 
have: thrown business into a state of un- 
certainty which is having an unfavorable 
industrial reaction. The break in security 
prices has unsettled all markets, with com- 
modities faring little better than securities. 
While most observers view the situation as 
critical, it is the general belief that actual 
hostilities will be averted. ‘ 

Because of the present turmoil business 
has not responded to seasonal increases as 
had been anticipated. Much progress has 
been made in many lines, but there is evi- 
dence of withholding purchases. Many ob- 
servers believe that this holding off policy 
will result in scrambled buying once the 
skies clear. 

Many utilities report that there has been 
a gradual expansion in power loads, a bit 
more than seasonal. This is held to be 
highly encouraging. Niagara Hudson Power 
has let contracts for its $9,500,000 steam 
plant at Oswego. Most of the other util- 
ities are speeding construction work to 
complete present jobs before winter. Plans 
for next spring appear promising. 

The bargain electrical appliance package 
drive by Consolidated Edison has caused 
retail stores to institute similar sales drives. 
The public is taking advantage of the 
bargain prices, which means the _ utility 
will get the added electric load and the 
appliance manufacturers more orders than 
had been originally anticipated. 


NEW ENGLAND 


Business continues to improve gradually. 
with considerable caution as to extensive 
commitments. The Hygrade Sylvania 
Corporation, Salem, Mass., has iust placed 
orders, however, for about $50,000 in new 
equipment for its lamp division, bringing 
the total for this purpose this year to 
about $100.000. General Electric has pur- 
chased a 50-ton electric crane for the 
marine gear factory of this company now 
under construction at the River Works. 
in Lynn. Soecially designed motor-driven 
machine tools will be provided by the com- 
pany for this addition to its plant. 
Machinery dealers and New England ship- 
yards are keenly interested in a forthcom- 
ing battleship construction award by the 
government due next month. as an outlet 
for very substantial electrical equipment 
purchases. One prominent yard is increas- 
ing its payroll materially due to enlarged 
business. 

Five carloads of rigid conduit were sold 
to the Massachusetts General Hospital at 
Boston for the new George Robert White 
addition, the Hixon Electric Company 
being the wiring contractors. F. E. Berry, 
Jr., & Company, makers of sound-absorb- 
ing and heat-insulating material, have oc- 
cupied a new factory in Everett, Mass., 
purchasing some fifteen new motors ag- 
gregating 50 hp., and about $2,000 in 
lighting fixtures and wiring. 

The outlook for appliance sales is en- 
couraging. On two Vermont svstems 66 
electric refrigerators were sold last week, 
bringing the year’s total to 2.015, as well 
as 20 ranges. making the total 494 to date. 
Boston Department store sales in August 


Appliance markets are active. 


ran 2 per cent ahead of last year. Metro 
politan Electrical League, Boston, had a 
rousing meeting last week to launch the 
Adequate Wiring campaign for the fall, 
150 being present. Westinghouse Electric 
entertained 150 utility men at a one-day 
session for lighting equipment promotion. 
featuring new commercial units. 


CHICAGO 


Business entered the transition period 
between summer hopes and fall opening 
last week with sentiment still on the op- 
timistic side. Industrial activity has made 
little progress to increase production. On 
the whole, however, inventories have been 
worked down to a point where any increased 
demand will necessitate an immediate pick- 
up in production. 

Steady increase in steel production con- 
tinued and indications are that the rise will 
extend well into the fall. Electric power 
output in the city rose 2 per cent above the 
previous week. Retail sales moved moder- 
ately upward, while wholesalers report stock 
turnover quickening. Manufacturers of 
wire and cable report increased sales. Con- 
tractors are active installing small motors, 
window signs and additional outlets. 

Installation of electric ranges has fallen 
off. Of the manufacturers reporting to the 
Electric Association, 65 per cent show an 
increase in sales during August over July. 
However, 79 per cent report a decline from 
August, 1937. 

Allotments of PWA projects in this area 
continue in substantial amounts. Twelve 
contracts totaling $475,000 have been 
awarded for traffic improvements in the city, 
to include traffic signals and lighting of 
bridges, underpasses and tunnels. Residen- 
tial construction shows signs of leveling off. 


PACIFIC COAST 


September business, so far, is fair, 
though retail buying in the Bay area is 
hampered by San Francisco retail clerks’ 
strike, employers feeling that their de- 
mands for a 35-hour week, closed shop and 
seniority promotion are impossible. Stores 
are still open and are encouraged by public 
attitude. The outstanding order covers 
furnishing and installing three Grand 
Coulee 108,000-kva. generators, Westing- 
house being low bidder at $2,611,000. 
Prospective machinery business covers 
three Grand Coulee 150,000-hp. turbines 
and generators, and a $40,000 steam tur- 
bine for Mare Island. Miscellaneous or- 
ders cover cars of hardware and insulators 
for Los Angeles, a $168,592 elevator con- 
tract for Los Angeles parcel post office, 
a $94,000 fire alarm system for Beverly 
Hills and a $14,825 carrier-current system 
for the Colorado acqueduct. 

School construction is the major con- 
struction item in interior communities. 
Electrical installation of some recent 
schools has run nearly 20 per cent of 
total construction cost, lighting features 
being particularly emphasized. New pri- 
vate construction includes two resort and 
winter sport plants at Reno and Lake 
Tahoe totaling $2,000,000, a medico-dentat 
building at Reno and about ten small 
scattered theatres. 
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Stocks and Bonds Continue Downward 
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Utility stocks and bonds continued lower last week, showing the greatest decline on 


Tuesday last, when a renewed war scare sent the general market tumbling. 


“Electrical 


World” stock index dropped 0.8 point to 26.2; bond index was off 0.6 point to 101.4 


Utility Companies 
Declare Dividends 


New England Power Association has 
authorized a dividend of $1 on account 
of accumulations on the 6 per cent pre- 
ferred and 33 1/3 cents on the $2 
preferred stocks. Similar amounts were 
paid on July 1. 

Florida Power & Light Company has 
declared against accumulations a divi- 
dend of $1.31 on the $7 cumulative pre- 
ferred and $1.12 on the $6 cumulative 
preferred stock. On July 1 the company 
paid 87 cents on the $7 preferred and 
75 cents on the $6 preferred stock. 

Board of directors of the West Texas 
Utilities Company has declared a divi- 
dend of 50 cents per share on the $6 
preferred stock as a payment on the 
dividend accumulations in arrears on 
the stock; this dividend will be payable 
October 1 to stockholders of record at 
the close of business September 15. 

Detroit Edison Company has declared 
a dividend of $1 a share, payable Oc- 
tober 1 to stockholders of record at the 
close of business September 15. An 
equal amount was paid on that date last 
year. On July 15 the company paid $2 


a share. 
* 


Jersey Merger Approved; 
Other Move Turned Down 


FPC has announced its order author- 
izing the merger of the Bordentown 
Electric Company and the Cinnaminson 
Electric Light. Power & Heating Com- 
pany of Riverton, N. J.. into the Public 
Service Electric & Gas Company. In 
concurrent orders the commission dis- 
missed, for want of jurisdiction, an ap- 
plication to merge the New Brunswick 
Light, Heat & Power Company into 
Public Service Electric & Gas and per- 
mitted the withdrawal of applications 
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to merge Essex & Hudson Gas Com- 
pany, Hudson County Gas Company and 
Newark Consolidated Gas Company into 
Public Service Electric & Gas. 


North American Company 
Loses Decision in Court 


Federal Judge John M. Woolsey has 
directed the North American Company 
to surrender two promissory notes for 
a total of $4,000,000 and accept in ex- 
change 2,666,667 shares of stock of the 
North American Light & Power Com- 
pany, its debtor. The court held that 
the North American Company had 
breached an agreement entered into in 
1931 which was the basis for a $10,- 
000,000 stock promotion by the power 
company. The contract provided that 
the North American Company was to 
purchase enough common stock of 
North American Light & Power Com- 
pany spread over a period of years to 
make possible the retirement annually 
of $2,000,000 of serial notes of that 
company. 

In 1932, 1933 and 1934, the court 
held, the terms of the contract were 
complied with, but in 1935 and 1936 
the North American Company refused 
to purchase the necessary stock and 
insisted on lending $2,000,000 in each 
of those years so that the North Amer- 
ican Light & Power Company could re- 
tire the maturing serial notes. 


Utility Companies Win Plea 
for Review of Merger Case 


The United States Circuit Court of 
Appeals in San Francisco has ruled that 
it will review the case of the Pacific 
Light & Power Company and the Inland 
Power & Light Company. whose request 
to merge was denied by the Federal 





Power Commission. The commission 
denied them the right to consolidate and 
the companies filed petitions for review 
with the Circuit Court and the power 
commission entered a motion to dismiss 
the power companies’ petitions. 

In a ruling, the court affirmed its right 
to review, set aside and remand the 
case to the commission for reconsidera. 
tion as to points of law. 


West Penn Redeems Bonds 


West Penn Power Company, through 
its president, H. L. Mitchell, has an. 
nounced that it will redeem on January 
1, 1939, or immediately at the option of 
bondholders, all of its outstanding first 
mortgage gold bonds, series H, 4 per 
cent, at par and accrued interest to 
January 1, 1939, plus a premium of 


5 per cent. 
~ 


Renews Lighting Contract 


Renewal of the contract for lighting 
a one-mile stretch of U. S. Road No. 
20 south of Michigan City, the pioneer 
modern lighted highway in the state, 
has been announced by the state High- 
way Commission. Energy for the so- 
dium-vapor lighting system is provided 
by Northern Indiana Public Service 
Company. Since the installation in 
April, 1937, there have been no night 
accidents or injuries. 


Associated Case Postponed 


Hearing scheduled for September 8 
in the investigation by the New York 
Public Service Commissiop into ac- 
counts, practices and transactions of the 
New York State Electric & Gas Corpora- 
tion, subsidiary of Associated Gas & 
Electric System, has been adjourned 
until September 21. 





Earnings Reports (Utilities) 


Net Income 
1938 1937 
t *Associated G. & E. 
ge ee $34,757,389 $36,229,395 
2,475 


*Oklahoma G. & E. 475,467 2,636,554 
*San Diego Cons. : 
G. & E. Jogeale a peneeee 1,440,605 
*Wisconsin Pub. a 
Serv. and sub.. 1,266,070 1,486,205 
*Utah Pwr. & Lt. = 
OG PENS. 0. fis 1,401,028 1,695,879 
*Florida Pwr. & Lt. 2,353,115 1,672,720 
*Louisiana Pwr. & * 
a bts Beal Sik 972,510 = 1,015, 16» 
*Puget Sound Pwr. ee 
& Lt. and subs.. 1,431,613 1,851,302 
*Standard G. & E. Bie 
and subs. cae -BSG6512 1,985,311 
+ Northern States 
Pwr. (Minn.) and iis 
subs. .. ...-.... 6,535,004 6,017,012 
‘Central G. & E. - 
and subs 878,136 1,125,884 


7 Associated Elec. i _ 
and subs, 1,485,815 1.703,591 
* Twelve months ended July 361 
+ Twelve months ended June 5!) 
t Operating income, preliminary 


AAO 
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Ecectric Oven—Weighing but 35 Ib., 
consuming but 1,320 watts and provided 
with a front door instead of a top, the 
No. “E 991” electric oven offered by Lan- 
ders, Frary & Clark, New Britain, Conn., 
will roast a 15-lb. turkey, broil and bake 
as desired. A roast beef dinner for eight 
persons can be readily accommodated, as the 
net cooking volume is 1,415 cu.in. It con- 
nects to any baseboard outlet and is pro- 
vided with automatic heat control. 


New Lamps-—A Mazda lamp which com- 
bines bulb and reflector and a 1,000-watt 
mercury lamp no thicker than a lead pencil 
are two new lighting developments an- 
nounced by both the lamp division of 
Westinghouse Electric & Manufacturing 
Company, Bloomfield, N. J., and the incan- 
descent lamp department of General Elec- 
tric Company, Nela Park, Cleveland, Ohio. 
The “Projector” lamp, as the Mazda unit 
is known, embodies a glass reflector and a 
light-redirecting cover lens as part of a 
funnel-shaped glass bulb. Two types of 
frosted cover lenses are available, one giving 
a widespread beam for general floodlighting, 
the other providing a narrow beam for 
spotlighting applications. A_ silvery re- 
flecting surface is inside the bulb; the 
lamps are rated at 150 watts, for use on 
110, 115 and 120 volts. The mercury lamp 
uses a new principle—mercury vapor in a 
small “capillary” tube of quartz, operating 
at a very high pressure and water-cooled. 
It gives 65,000 lumens of concentrated, 
actinic light, according to the manufac- 
turers, and may be used on a.c. or d.c., 
having a voltage drop of about 840, at 14 
amp. It is suggested for use in photo- 
engraving, blueprinting, searchlighting and 
for therapeutic services. 


Spot Lamp—Although the “Moonbeam” 
lamp is called a bed lamp, it has industrial 
applications as well as household uses. 
hus it might be used around the shop, on 
lathes or other equipment where a con- 
centrated beam of light is wanted to assist 
the operator. Light from a standard bulb 
is magnihed by the lens. The lamp is a 
product of the F. A. Smith Manufacturing 
Company, Inc., Rochester, NY. 


Licutinc Fixrures—Chase Brass & Cop- 
per Company, Waterbury, Conn., has an- 
nounced the new “Midas” line of commer- 
cial, semi-indirect, plastic bowl lighting fix- 
lures. A light output of 87 per cent is 
claimed for the fixtures, which are offered 
in various types and sizes, accommodating 
from 100-watt to 1,000-watt lamps. 


Room VENTILATOR—Positive ventilation 

and circulation throughout a room is pro- 
sy Mat the room ventilator announced 
7 \arrier Corporation, Syracuse, N. Y. 
a to fit in a window, the device is 
=, with a control which permits 
& the outside and inside air to any 


Exectrica Wortp + September 17, 1938 


EQUIPMENT 


desired proportion, so that during the heat- 
ing season just enough outside air may be 
brought in to keep the room air fresh. 
Air brought in by the two fans is filtered 
over and over again as it is recirculated. 
Device plugs into electric outlet. 


APPLIANCE ContROoL—A synchronous mo- 
tor inside the housing of the “Sentinel” 
electric avpliance control drives a timing 
mechanism; two timing knobs on the face 
are for setting starting and stopping times. 
A third knob turns the control itself on or 
off. The extension cord leads in one direc- 
tion to a 110-volt a.c. line and in the other 
to the appliance. American Timer Corpora- 
tion, Geneva, Ill., offers the control, which 
has a 15-amp. capacity. 


FraAcTionaAL-Hp. Motor—For rotor ap- 
plications, high-speed drives, grinders and 
setups where high speed without vibration 
is wanted, the Dumore Company, Racine, 
Wis., suggests its new W and W2 universal 
type motors. Line leads are not bought 
outside the motors, but to two-pole male 
connectors mounted in the housings. Operat- 
ing on 115 volts, type W has an output 
rating of 1/3 hp. on a.c.; type W2, % hp. 
on a.c. 


Licut DirruseEr—For those industrial op- 
erations, such as marking and scribing, 
where a combination of direct and diffused 
light is wanted for best results, the Fos- 
toria Pressed Steel Corporation, Fostoria, 
Ohio, has developed “Mello-Beam” dif- 
fusers for its “Localities.” The diffuser is 
made of glass fibers, banded together to 
provide a soft, pliable substance giving a 
combination of direct and diffused illumi- 
nation. Standard thickness is 0.015 in., 
with a transmission factor of 55 per cent. 


Spot 
Lamp With 


TECHNICAL BULLETINS 


OveRHEAD CoMMUNICATION—“Copperweld 
Telephone Wires for Overhead Communica- 
tion Circuits” is the title of a new pamphlet 
issued by Copperweld Steel Company. 
Glassport, Pa. Communication engineers 
of power companies should be especially 
interested in the data given, which include 
electrical and mechanical characteristics of 
these conductors, as well as information on 
safety, reliability of service, speech trans- 
mission characteristics and economy. 


Grey Iron SpeeciFicaTions—International 
Nickel Company, 67 Wall Street, New York, 
N. Y., has prepared a 1938 revision of data 
sheets covering composition and _ service 
data on industrial applications of nickel 
cast iron. Section 1, Number 1, just re- 
leased, treats of grey cast iron and is 
intended to serve as a guide to the engineer 
or designer in selecting, for specification 
purposes, the proper cast iron for his appli- 
cation. 


CasBLe Spiicinc—The third edition of 
“Practical Cable Jointing” has been pub- 
lished by W. T. Henley’s Telegraph Works 
Company, Ltd., Holborn Viaduct, London, 
England, E.C.1. Included among the sec- 
tions added to this latest edition are chap- 
ters devoted to “Jointing Dwarf-Type Over- 
ground Disconnecting Boxes,” “Jointing of 
Screened-Type Cables” and “Testing for 
Moisture in Paper-Insulated Cables.” Copies 
can be obtained through the company’s 
London offices, priced at 5s. 6d. including 
postage (approximately $1.40). 


E.ectricaL Networks—Conference In- 
ternationale des Grands Reseaux Elec- 
triques, (International conference of large 
high-tension electrical networks), 54, Ave- 
nue Marceau, Paris, France, has published 
the proceedings of the 1937 meeting. 
Altogether the material occupies three vol- 
umes, including 3,000 pages containing the 
complete text of the 119 papers presented 
and the shorthand record of the discussions. 
Proceedings are grouped under three clas- 
sifications: Generation, transformation and 
circuit breaking; construction, insulation 
and maintenance of overhead and under- 
ground networks; operation, protection and 
interconnection of networks. Information 
on problems arising in these fields, together 
with the most up-to-date solutions for them, 
is presented. Copies are priced at 450 
francs (about $13.50) for the complete set 
of three volumes. Printed in French. 


Mercury Lamp, 
Water Jacket 
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Cleveland Installs New 
Street Lighting System 


With its new street lighting system 
Cleveland has been able to cut down 
the fatal accident rate on its Lake- 
front Road from a night-to-day ratio 
of seven to one down to a ratio of 
1.25 to one. 

Installation consists of 170 lumin- 
aires mounted on poles on one side of 
the road at intervals of 120 ft. Each 
unit projects 5 ft. over the street on 
poles 25 ft. high and contains a 500- 
watt lamp. Alzak aluminum reflectors 
are used and the new units were de- 
signed and manufactured by the West- 
inghouse Lighting Division at Cleve- 
land, Ohio. 


Lower Colorado Project 
Gets New PWA Allocation 


Total PWA funds allotted to the 
Lower Colorado River Authority proj- 
ect near Austin, Texas, now amount to 
$15,000,000 loan and $7,350,000 grant, 
with the recent allocation of $4,500,000 
to the original loan and of $2,850,000 
to the grant. 

Supplemental loan and grant pro- 
vides for completion of the original 
project, calling for construction of four 
power plants, two flood storage dams 
and two non-storage hydro-electric de- 
velopments, as well as construction of 
electric transmission lines and substa- 
tions. 

© 


De-furs Georgia Peach 


The Upson County co-operative, one 
of 40 rural electrification projects in 
Georgia financed with $3,680,000 lent 
by REA during the last two years, is 
de-furring the famous Georgia peaches. 
according to REA in its first progress 
bulletin on Georgia. It states that high- 
speed de-furring machines, run with 
electricity furnished by an REA- 
financed co-operative project, removes 
the objectionable fuzz in an_ instant. 
The machines have revolving rollers 
which keep the fruit turning constantly 
while high-speed brushes with just the 
right amount of pressure whiz over the 


peach. 
* 


Utility Buys Franchise 


Kentucky Utilities Company has pur- 
chased the power franchise offered by 
the city of Morganfield. The franchise 
gives the company the right to do busi- 
ness in the city for a period of twenty 
years, but does not prohibit the city 
from acquiring and operating a munici- 
pal plant or negotiating with TVA for 
distribution of electric energy. It does 
stipulate, however, that the company 
may operate in competition. 
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Jackson, Micu.—Consumers Power Com- 
pany plans extensions in primary and sec- 
ondary lines in different parts of territory 
for expansion in rural electric system, in- 
cluding power substation and service facil- 
ities. Permission has been secured. 


Fremont, Nep.-—Plans expansion and im- 
provements in municipal electric power 
plant, with installation of additional equip- 
ment. Work will include new metal-clad 
switchgear, switchboard and auxiliary ap- 
paratus. Extensions will be made in 33,000- 
volt transmission line, with new substation 
unit, and also in underground conduit sys- 
tem. Cost close to $300,000. Financing has 
been arranged through federal aid, with 
$126,450 federal grant allotment. Black & 
Veatch, 4706 Broadway, Kansas City, Mo.. 
are consulting engineers. 


PensacoLta, Oxia-Grand River Dam 
Authority, Vinita, Okla., R. V. L. Wright. 
general manager, will proceed with sur- 
veys for primary and secondary lines for 
system in rural area, totaling close to 500 
miles, with power substation and service 
facilities. Fund of about $500,000 will be 
secured through federal aid. Holway & 
Neuffer, 302 East Eighteenth Street, Tulsa, 
Okla., are consulting engineers. 


MippLerown, On10—Is considering plans 
for new municipal electric power plant, 
with steam turbo-generator units and auxil- 
iary equipment. Cost about $2,400,000. 
Froehlich & Emery Engineering Company, 
Second National Bank Building, Toledo, 
Ohio, is consulting engineer. 


San Francisco, Catir.—-Bureau of Yards 
and Docks, Navy Department, Washington, 
D. C., receives bids (no closing date stated) 
for new steam turbine unit of straight con- 
densing type and accessory equipment, for 
installation at Mare Island, Calif., Navy 
Yard (Specifications 8907). 


Wyanpotte, Micu.—Has plans maturing 
for extensions and improvements in mu- 
nicipal electric power plant, with installa- 
tion of additional equipment for increased 
capacity. Cost about $387,400. Financing 
has been arranged through federal aid. 
Smith, Hinchman & Grylls, Inc., Marquette 
Building, Detroit, Mich., is consulting en- 
gineer. 


Easton, Mp.—Has plans nearing com- 
pletion for extensions in municipal elec- 
trical distributing system, including over- 
head and underground lines, with power 
substation facilities: also will make addi- 
tions and improvements in. street-lighting 
system. Fund of $91,300 has been ar- 
ranged through federal aid. 


Mason City, lowa—Peoples Gas & Elec- 
tric Company is considering extensions and 
improvements in steam-electric generating 
station. Also plans new power substation 
at Thirteenth Street. N.E.. and Elm Drive 
to cost approximately $70,000, with trans- 
formers, switchgear and accessories. Work 
scheduled to be carried out this fall. 


PortLanp, Ore.—J. D. Ross, adminis- 
trator, Bonneville Project, Department of 
Interior. Failing Building, Portland, re- 


ceives bids until September 22 for quantity 
of transmission line conductors and acces 
sories for Bonneville power development 
(Circular 45) ; also at same time for quan. 
tity of transmission line conductors and 
accessory apparatus for 230-kv. transmis. 
sion line to be built between Vancouver and 
Kelso, Wash. (Circular 46), and until Sep. 
tember 23 for large quantities of steel trans. 
mission towers and appurtenances for last 
noted transmission line (Circular 48). 


Opressa, Mo.—Has ‘plans under way for 
new municipal electric power plant and 
electrical distribution system. Cost about 
$140,000. Financing is being arranged 
through bond issue and federal aid. E. T, 
Archer & Company, New England Building, 
Kansas City, Mo., are consulting engineers, 


Jounstown, Pa.—Pennsylvania Electric 
Company, Johnstown, plans extensions in 
primary and secondary lines for additions 
to rural electric system. Permission has 
been secured. 


Furnt, Micu.—Buick Motor Division, 
General Motors Corporation, Flint, plans 
installation of motors and controls, con- 
veyors electric hoists and other equipment 
in new two-story addition to local plant, 
310x748 feet, for parts and service divisions. 
Erection is scheduled to begin early this 
fall. Cost over $450,000, with equipment. 


Troy, On10—Has plans maturing for ex- 
tensions and improvements in municipal 
electric power plant, including installation 
of equipment in switchboard room. Also 
will make additions in transmission lines 
and distributing system, as well as munici- 
pal lighting system. Cost about $180,000. 
Financing will be arranged through federal 
aid. George L. Smith is service director. 


CHATTANOOGA, TENN.—Chattanooga Elec- 
tric Power Board has plans nearing com- 
pletion for overhead electrical distributing 
system in large area of city, to be known as 
Contract No. 2, estimated to cost about 
$257,000, with poles, conductor, line hard- 
ware and fittings, and street-lighting facil- 
ities. Also is arranging for transformer in- 
stallations for underground conduit area of 
city, covered in Contract No. 4, estimated 
to cost close to $150,000, with cables and 
connections to cost approximately $220,000. 
Work is scheduled to be carried out soon. 


Cuar.eston, S. C.—South Carolina Power 
Company has concluded arrangements 10 
furnish power supply for new rural electric 
system of Aiken County Rural Electrifica- 
tion Association to comprise about 4 
miles of lines, and will make extensions 10 
power lines for this service, connecting with 
power substation and switching station t 
be built by Aiken County organization. 


Cansy, Minn.—Union Public Serviee 
Company, St. Paul, Minn., has plans neat 
ing completion for additions and improve 
ments in steam-electric generating plant 
Canby, including installation of additional 
equipment. Cost about $160,000. KR. 
Thomas & Associates, 1200 Second Avenue 
South, Minneapolis, Minn., are consulting 
engineers. 
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